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ADVERTISEMENT. 


O prevent all miſapprehenſions: : I mean by the So- 
CE TY of IxrokuzR8s and their AssocrArEs, the 
Avurkhons of thoſe LizzLs, which have been publiſhed in 
the Evenino ApverTisER, and likewiſe the Aurhoks 
and Eprroxs of a virulent Paweatet, called, A Dz- 
FENCE of the Rector and Frrrows of EXETER Col 
LEGE. 


STONE $3 | e W. K. 
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DOCTOR KINGS 
= P 0 2. O0 . 2 


O R 
VINDICATION of HIMSELF &c. f 


HEN hs to Bands of 17 riends 
my deſign of offering an AyoLoey to the 
public, they endeavoured to diſſuade me from 
it. They ſaid, I ſhould deſcend too low in attempting to 
vindicate myſelf from the calumnies of a Sz7T' of Tyror- 
MERS, Who, when they ſwear, are not believed, and there- 
fore it is not to be ſuppoſed, that by their Libels they can 
poſſibly injure an eſtabliſhed reputation. I might perhaps 
have liſtened to this advice, and laid aſide all thoughts of 
writing my Vinpication; if 1 had not been convinced, , 
that my Apvsssariss do not act entirely from the di- _— 
tates of their own bad way but. are encouraged, 66:5 
: "9 


48 


ſupported by "0M of rank and fortune, i even by 
ſome, who are very deſirous of being eſteemed more juſt 
and righteous, than other men. By ſuch a combination 
the meaneſt people, who might otherwiſe be ſafely deſpi- 
ſed, may become formidable. And who indeed can ra- 


tionally think himſelf ſecure againſt the moſt worthleſs 
and contemptible of his enemies, when they are veſted 
with, credit, and excited by rewards? When OaTzs made 
his firſt appearance in London in the quality of an apoſ- 
tate Jeſuit and InrorMER, he was contemned, and his pre- 
tended plot turned into ridicule. But, as ſoon as he had 
found proper patrons, and. a certain method of faſtening 
his dependences, his narrative was conſidered, as a matter 
of the greateſt importance; and, notwithſtanding the in- 
famy of his character and the inconſiſtency. of his Whole 
evidence, he was able to deprive, many innocent perſons 
of their lives and fortunes. Towards the cloſe of the laſt 
century two execrable INrorRMBRSs framed an accuſation of 
high treaſon againſt Dr Sezar,. the biſhop of RochESs TER, 
and ſome Lords of the privy council by ſlipping a treaſon- 
able paper into a flower - pot in the chimney of the biſhop's 
hall (and from this ſtratagem our Ra- or ſeems to have 
been copied) to which place the ſtate-meſſengers were di- 
rected to make the diſcovery. Although this villainy was 
ſoon detected, and the innocence of the noble perſons, 
e had been accuſed, paths cleared ;.. yet the biſhop 
29272 _ 
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gave himſelf the trouble to enquire ſo minutely concern- 
ing his accuſers, and procured ſuch intelligence of all their 
former tranſactions, that he was able to compile an exact 
hiſtory of their lives. In this account ſuch a ſeries of 
cheats and forgeries is produced, as, I believe, will ſcarce 
ever be equalled, . unleſs by the Maxt-eLoTs and Inzor- 
 MERS, who infeſt this place, and ſeem ambitious of excel 
ing all their predeceſſors in the arts of a refined malice; 
and in the various methods of applying it. The reader 
may be aſſured, that I am not a little mortified to find 
myſelf obliged to contend with adverſaries of this caſt and 
complexion. The match is very unequal. I can' reſcue 
my character, but I can make no repriſals by gaining a 
victory over thoſe, who by a conſtant habit and courſe of 
life are become inſenſible to ſhame- and diſgrace, and have 
no honour or reputation to loſe. However, as our Ix on- 
MERS have objected to me ſeveral facts, inſerted in an E- 
veninG News Payer, (which only ſubſiſts by the ſcandal 
which it ſpreads) as likewiſe in a pamphlet called, a Da- 
FENCE of the REC TOR and FxLLO NWS of Exkx TEN Cots 
LEGE, Which hath been circulated with great induſtry not 
only by their agents, but alſo by their PaTrons; T'think it 
incumbent on me to give an anſwer to thoſe particular 
charges, leſt I ſeem to confirm them by my filence, and 
furniſh my Exzmizs with an rr ar of comment- 
ing winni on their on forgeries.  - 
A. Bur 


(4] 


Bur there is another reaſon for taking ſome notice of 
our IN ORMERS at this juncture, which, indeed, ought 
principally to weigh with me. They have involved the 
UNIVERS TTy in my pretended guilt: the applauſes beſtowed 
on me are imputed as high crimes: and the VIicE-CHAN- 
CELLOR hath been reviled, becauſe he was pleaſed to make 
me a compliment, when he entered upon the ſecond year 
of his office. In truth, this excellent and learned Macis- 
TRATE hath been treated with ſuch inſolence and inhu- 
manity, as have juſtly raiſed the indignation of all thoſe 
worthy men, who have a deference for our conſtitution, 
and are ſenſible, that the peace and diſcipline of this place 
cannot be preſerved, if we ſuffer our GOVERNOUR to be 
libelled with impunity. And, yet if we were to puniſh 
theſe LiszLLERs according to our ſtatutes, they would im- 
mediately cry out, Perſecution | And, as the times are, I 
am in ſome doubt, whether the marks of infamy, fixed 
on them here, might not be conſidered as marks of ho- 
nour in another place. I have ſaid before, that our In- 
FORMERS have their auxiliaries, and know where to ad- 
dreſs themſelves, when they want any countenance or ſup- 
port. We need not be told; that the ancient enemies of 
the UNIVERSITY, Diſſenters of all denominations, and 
both the ancient and modern enemies of Chriſtianity are 


* faſt and faithful . But their chief refuge at 
. preſent, 


[53] 


preſent, and the Patrons, on whom they principally de- "> 
pend, are thoſe worthies, who are diſtinguiſhed by 4 1 
appellation of DExsERT ERS: Who with regard to us Wa- A 
ly practiſe the Italiam maxim, and never forgive thoſe per- 


ſons, whom they have injured. We are therefore the con- 

ſtant topics of their angry declamations : They preach 
- vengeance againſt us in all places: and they denounce us, 
as ſeditious and diſaffected, becauſe we cannot faſhion, 
and accommodate our morals to every new ſyſtem of po- 
litics, which they think proper to take up. For, if their 
turn can be ſerved, they are not aſhamed to purſue the 
very ſame meaſures to day, which they condemned yeſter- 
day, and grofſly flatter thoſe great perſonages, whom very 
lately they as groſſly abuſed. TnzEsk are the Men, who, 


having been true to no party, are, notwithſtanding-any-ac- 
ceſſion of wealth, grandeur, or power, hated by all. And- 


this public hatred, which they have thus drawn on them- 
ſelves, imbitters all their new acquiſitions, and hangs like 
the point of a ſword juſt over their heads, during all their 
entertainments. By this means their temper becomes ſour- 


ed againſt every thing, that is good and laudable. Every 


man of probity and honour is their envy and. averſion : 
And all communities, which are not -to be influenced by 
their counſels, and are free from the general contagion, 


are the objects of their fury and revenge. Tuzss are the 


Max, from whom our REVEREND INFoRMERs are con- 


tent 


2 
2 H » 


* [6] 
| tent to receive their principles: whoſe paſſions they ſtudy, 
if 215 and adopt; whoſe commands they implicitly obey; and 
i 1 e een are ſo abandoned, as to diſhonour, and diſ- 
| turb the UNIVERSITY by every kind of outrage, which 
1 may ſerve the little purpoſes of their own ambition, or 
j promote the cauſe of corruption. If I were to finiſh the . 
character of THESE MEN, I ſhould be obliged to inſtance 
many other particulars. But this would draw me too far 
out of my way. Therefore I return to what immediate] y 
concerns myſelf. 


T xz whole CHARGE brought againſt me by the So- 
ci TY of IxrORURRS, after I have been at the pains to 
ſtrip off the ſcurrilities, with which I found it very plen- 
tifully adorned, conſiſts of the following particulars : 


I. It is objected to me, That I am an Irisnman. 


II. That twenty years ago J received, PI TEEN HUN- 
pPRED PoUNnDs or GuINEas, as ſubſcriptions for a 
book. or books, which I have not yet publiſhed : And 
allowing 5 per Cent. for this ſum, it is now doubled, 
and amounts in the whole to THREE THOUSAND 


GuINEas ; of which I have defrauded my ſubſcribers. 


III. That I write the London Evening PosrT. 


x IV. That 
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V. That 1 offered bj 5 ſale both in Wan and 
IRELAND ; | but was not found worth the purchaſe. | 


VI. That I am the author of a book gw left winter 
called the DxRAMER. 


All theſe AxrIcLES are extracted from the SOCIETY'S 
EveninG News Par ERS (of which their DienirigD - 
CHIET hath the direction) and the two laſt Ax rIcIES are 


repeated in their pamphlet, called a Dzrxxcz of the Rec- 
ToR and FELTIOWS of Ex ETER COLLEGE, and enforced 


with great vehemence and in the uſual ſtyle of their 
Houss. There is likewiſe contained in the ſame pamphlet 
a general charge, That I have libelled all ranks. and orders 
of men both in church and ſtate, even from. him, that fitteth 
on the throne, to the loweſi of his people. To thele ſeveral 
AccusaTions I will now make a diſtinet, ang I hope, 
a aer anſwer. 


TAE 3 Aa of the InrorMERs, That I am 
an IRISHMAN, is a notorious FaLSEHooD,. I was born in 
MiDDLE- 
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Mippressx of EncLisn parents, and of as good a fami- 
y, as any in that county. And what I value myſelf up- 
on much more, than upon my family, I have hitherto 
preſerved an invariable affection for the place of my birth, 
and have firmly and ſteadily adhered to our excellent con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate ; notwithſtanding all, that 
hath been affirmed to the contrary in the SocttTy's libels. 


Bur now give me leave to sUpposs I had been born 
and educated in IRELAND: Would any man of common 
humanity, or common ſenſe impute this to me, as a crime? 
Or by what logic (except ſuch as may probably be taught 
within the walls of our InrForMERs) could ſuch a circum- 
ſtance reflect on me the leaſt diſgrace ? Perhaps, at this 
juncture, I ſhould eſteem it an honour to owe my birth 
to a country, where the ſpirit of liberty and the amor pa- 
triæ ſo viſibly prevail againſt the force and power of cor- 
ruption, and where patriotiſm is not to be put out of coun- 
tenance by the ſarcaſtical jeſts of a court-fycophant, or to 
be ſubdued by the iron-hand of a great miniſter. Beſides 
I have lived long enough in the world to diſcern the folly 
and injuſtice of all national prejudices, and to be convin- 
ced, that virtues and vices are not the growth of any par- 
ticular ſoil or climate. I have the pleaſure to be acquaint- 
ed with many Irxisx Gentlemen (I beg the reader's pa- 
tience and his pardon, if he ſhould think this a digreſſion) 


who | 
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who are well bred and elegant ſcholars; and whoſe good 
nature, wit and good ſenſe render their converſation very 
agreeable and inſtructive. And, indeed, as to the liberal 
arts and ſciences the IxIsH nation is in no reſpect inferior 
to ours, witneſs the immortal works of the late Dx an of 
St. ParRIcE's, of whom Cardinal Poli NAC, who was 
himſelf one of the politeſt ſcholars in Euxoes, ſaid to me, 
IL a LESPRIT CREATEUR; an elogy, in my judgment, 
preferable to all the monumental inſcriptions in WzsT- 
MINSTER Abbey. Further: the Inisn Gentlemen are as 
eminent for their military, as for their civil accompliſh- 
ments, and their courage hath never been diſputed. Tis 
well known, that the Duke of MakLBOROVOR placed his 
chief confidence in the ſkill and intrepidity of his Irisn 
officers: And the Iris4 Brigade, now in the ſervice of 
Francs, is allowed by the FRENCH Generals to be the 
choiceſt body of their troops: a diſtinction, which they 
have well deſerved on all public occafions. By the way 
I find myſelf at this inſtant ſo charitably diſpoſed, as to 
adviſe the chIET DIRECTOR of the Socixrv to avoid for 
the future all national reflections. The InxIsEH Gentlemen 
are very apt to reſent injuries of this kind: And if any of 
them ſhould happen to obſerve his Canonical Reve- 
RENCE, When he is in the height of his fury, and is throw- 
ing his ſcurrilities round about, without reſpe& of place 
0; they may ſhew as. little regard to the facred 
B character, 


ſay, That he is one of thoſe. Shep 


[ x0 ] 


character, which he hath * uſurped, as he ſhews to it him- 
ſelf, and take the liberty of correcting him in the fame 
manner, as they would corre& an impudent and abuſive 
chairman or porter. I could ſay much more to the ad- 
vantage of the IxIsH nation, if I were not unwilling, for 
the honour of my own Country, to afford an occaſion to 
foreigners of making odious compariſons. I confeſs, there 
are many very bad men to be found among the common 
people of IRELAND: And the ſame thing may be objected 
to all the nations in Euroes. The lower claſs of people 
in ENGLAND is eminently wicked: And I am ſorry to ſay, 
that we abound at preſent with a ſpecies of criminals, un- 
known to our anceſtors, and the better ages of the world, 
PaRRICIpES and INFORMERS. 


THE SECOND F acT charged upon me by the Tnrom- 


MERS is, That twenty years ago J received FIFTEEN HUN- 


DRED GUINEAS, as ſubſcriptions for @ work, which I have 
not yet publiſhed : And to ſhew themſelves powerful advo- 
cates againſt me, and to ſtrengthen their charge, they 


* wy 1 "_ * — 
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* By what means did this man procure holy orders? He was re- 
fuſed (or would have been refuſed, if he had applied for it) a Teſti- 
monial or Certificate of his good behaviour by the Governors of the 
College, where he had been educated, and who were beſt acquainted 
with his life and converſation. May we not therefore be allowed to 

— Who entred not by. the door 
into the Sheepfold, but climbed up ſome other way? . ee 
N. | | 1 have 
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have made the Ir TEEN HUNDRED GUINEAS amount to 
THREE THOUSAND by adding twenty years intereſt. And 
of this ſum, according to their calculation, and as I ſtand 
accountable in the SocttTY's books, I have wronged, or 
robbed my ſubſcribers. But it happens to the confuſion 
of my ENEMIES (if any thing can happen to their confu- 
ſion) that this Accus Ar IoN is, like the former, a moſt 
baſe and impudent Fals EHOop, and a ſingular proof both 
of their rancour and folly. The truth is this. Seven or 
eight years ago I advertiſed my friends, That I intended 
to publiſh my Latin works in two volumes in Quarto, 
and deſired, that - thoſe Gentlemen, who were inelined to 
| purchaſe the books, would be pleaſed to leave, or ſend 
their names to the Coco TREE in PaLL Mair, I fixed 
the price at two guineas, TO BE. PAID WHEN THE Books 
WERE DELIVERED. In a ſhort time, with the names left 
at the Coco TRRE, and others ſent to me, I had about 
4-50 ſubſcribers, when I cloſed my ſubſcription; having 
determined from the beginning to print no more, than 
500 books in that form. According to my propoſals 1 
money from any one of my ſubſcribers, tho' many of them 
were ſo kind, as to offer me the whole. Why I depart- 
ed, on this occaſion, from the uſual method, and refuſed 
to take any money, until the books ſhould be publiſhed,” 


and delivered to the ſubſcribers, the reaſon is obvious. 


B 2 would 
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would not oblige myſelf to fix a certain time for the pub- 
lication, but be left to my own liberty and leiſure. I 
might perhaps be of opinion, that one time might be more 
ſeaſonable, than another. I might likewiſe imagine, that 
in the interim ſome new matter might be offered to my 
conſideration, and claim a place in one of my volumes. 
This hath juſt now happened. For the SocttTy of In- 
FORMERS lately erected here, eſpecially, as I intimated be- 
fore, if we conſider their foreign connexions, their Pa- 


'TRONsS and As$S0CIATES, is a very proper ſubject for ſa- 


tire; and deſerves the animadverſion of every man, who 
is able to retaliate on ſuch licentious ſcriblers, and retains 
a regard for the place of his education. 


Bur now $UPPOSING, I had received the fum, which 
the InForMERs have charged to my account, as ſubſcrip- 
tion money, had I done any thing more, than what hath 


often been practiſed in this country? And, if I were in- 
clined to recriminate on this occaſion, I could name ſome 


perſons, for whom the Socig ry profeſſeth the greateſt eſ- 
teem, as guilty of the meaſure (for I will not call it by a 
coarſer name) which is ſo unjuſtly imputed to me. In 
truth, as no body hath ſuffered by the delay of publica- 
tion, except the author, who hath been for ſome years 
out of pocket in a large ſum for paper, print, copper 
plates &c, ſo nobody hath any right, or reaſon to com- 
bh _ plain, 
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plain. I have often conſidered with myſelf, what ſhould 
induce my ADVERSARIES to publiſh this bold aſſertion, 
which could immediately have been diſproved by more 
than 400 witneſſes. I cannot otherwiſe account for it, 
than by concluding, they have ſtudied with application 
the art of roLITI AL PszUDoLOGY, ſince they ſeem to 
govern their judgment and conduct by the maxims laid 
down in that celebrated diſcourſe: Wherein the author 
demonſtrates, that a defamatory tale, if it be ſo diſcreetly 
invented, as to obtain a general belief only for one day, 
may be improved to a good uſe by a crafty InroxuR. 
But, how our RevezenDd InforxMers'are able to recon- 
cile the profeſſion of PszUpoLoGY with another profeſſio 
which they have been permitted to aſſume, and which 
plainly enjoins a mas own yen 1 *. en 

ſelf * of wan | 


Si COME now to the THIRD anne of my neten 
(chat I write the London EVBNIxG Pos r) wherein my 
ADVERSARIES, contrary to their intention, have aſſigned 
me a greater ſhare of merit, than I can claim. For many 
eſſays, letters, and political paragraplis 4 in that News Pa- 
PER are the productions of an excellent wit, and full of 
good ſenſe; and prove the author to be-welli ſkilled in all 
the branches of our trade and commerce, and to have ac- 
Nn a * knowledge of the ExoL In conſtitution. 

And 


| [ 14 ] 
And ſome of thoſe papers are written with ſo much force, 
and with ſuch a power of perſuaſion, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the great want of public ſpirit, the general indolence 


and corrupt ſtate of the country, they have ſuddenly rou- 


ſed the people to a ſenſe of their duty and their danger, 
and have defeated many pernicious and deſtructive ſchemes. 
At the ſame time they have been of no ſmall ſervice to 


the miniſters of ſtate, who by this canal have frequently 


received a very ſeaſonable intelligence, and, on many cri- | 


| tical occaſions, have been made acquainted with the ſenſe 


of 'the nation, which perhaps they could not ſo imme- 
diately have diſcovered. For my part, conſidering the 
controverſy, in which I am at preſent engaged, I return 
my hearty thanks to that ingenious perſon, who detected 
the correſpondence between OaTzs and his Succas80R, 
and printed their letters in this Evening Paytr. And I am 
ſure, the Inhabitants of WIN DSOR ought particularly to 
make their acknowledgments to him, fince he hath fully 
opened the wicked deſigns of that tviu SIR Tr, who hath 
been ſuffered to come among them, and to put on the 
form and habit of a man of God. As I have not the va- 
nity to arrogate the labours of another man's pen, I there- 
fore think myſelf bound to declare, that I have no con- 
cern in the London Eveninc Posr. And I do not re- 
member, that any thing written by me hath, for ſome 
years paſt, been printed in that paper, except the follow- 


[xs ] 
ing ſhort Epigram, of which a friend having prevailed on 
me to > give _ a en Werne Noreen to ſend it to the 


From Killing bad ale, whith ie found; a poor tr” | 
Oarzs the 8zconD. Inform d, and a Canon. was made. 
But to ſhew his new art, his Reverence now brags, 


He will pick out LAwWN-SLEEVES from an * of old 
Ras, | 


F his little piece of W * * * — me 
even by the Inroxmers themſelves, ſince it is the only 
method I have hitherto taken to revenge myſelf. on their 
Cree, after having been libelled by him 2 or 3 times a 
week for fix or ſeven months together, and loaded with 
all the ſcurrilities, which his on genius could: ſuggeſt, 
with which the aſſiſtance and converſation of the Rur VE= 
REND EDITORS of the Danken could Kn him. 


5. FOURTH Cann, chained on me by. the Bas, 
e rather deſigned to provoke my laughter, than to 
raiſe my ſpleen. And, indeed, I could make myſelf very 
merry with it, if I had not determined to be ſerious, and 
to keep my countenance thorough this whole diſcourſe. 
The RzvzzxznD INForMERs, after various conſultations, 
reſolved to leſſen the reputation, which I had acquired, as 
an 1 They had inadvertently. acknowledged, that 

I could 


I could write good Latin. This was an imprudent con- 
ceſſion. And therefore it was judged neceſſary to take off 
from it by a counterpoiſe, and by proving, that I could 
not write good Engliſh. T his was an pndertaking worthy 
of the GRAND InrForwer : Which, however, he accom- 
pliſhed without much difficulty. He had found, it ſeems, 
upon -a ſtall 1 in Loxpox, a book, intituled, PoLtTICAL 
Cons!DERATIONS, publiſhed in the year 1710, and dedi- 
cated to the Duke of BrauroxT. The author of this 
book was one Doctor KING: And in this book there is 
falſe Enghſh : Therefore Docrox King the | preſent 
PRixcir AL of St. Mary HALL writes falſe: Engliſb. Is 
there not ſome analogy between this argument and a 
new manner of reaſoning, which my Ab vkRSARIES have 


* introduced to ns wa een en Re ” 
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ft * The GRAND InrormER generally Aiſtinguiſhes this place by the 
1 title of AULA LIBERTATIS, or, LiBERTY HALL. Whether this be 
i his own, or the invention of ſome other Genius of the Socixryv, he 
1 ſeems to be extreamly pleaſed with it. And I frankly confeſs, I am as 
i much delighted with it, as his Reverence. I eſteem it a moſt glorious 
| title, and I heartily wiſh, it were confirmed to us by a proper autho- 
| rity. If I might be allowed an —_ (I hope my Roman Catholic 
friends. will excuſe the freedom of- the bY > bo I ſhould be WR 
willing to change one Saint for the. other. 
Under this title of Aurz LIhRTATIs PRINCIPALIS the fame In- 
FORMER hath beſpattered me in ſome doggrel verſes ; in which, ac. 
cording to his manner, there is not a line of truth, or ſenſe. 80 that 1 
can now honeſtly boaſt, that I have been libelled by the worft, and 
celebrated * the beſt 1 in FRO. © See the TRIUMPH of Is18. + 


That 


to) 


That « once upon a time a certain man, who lived in the 
houſe, where * of our IxroRM RS are now ſed, wrote 


a treatiſe in defence of Chriſtianity ? I Wonder, when the 
DIGNIFIED CHIEF went ſo far back as 44 years to convict 
me of this traniſgreſſion, that he did not add 10 or 2 
years more to the account, and ſtep out of Quzzn ANNE's 
reign, into KI NG WILLIANLSs, when he would have found 
me at ſchool, and might have truly affirmed, without a 
voucher in his hand to prove the charge, that I frequent- 
ly wrote falſe Latin. This would be dealing more honeſt- 
ly with me, than to make me the author, of, a book; 
which I have never ſeen, nor ever heard of, till this In- 
FORMER accuſed me of writing it. But falſe accuſers are 
ſometimes caught in their own traps, and an innocent 
man hath often been acquitted by the blunders of the evi- 
dence, which hath been produced to convict him. Thus, 
to prove me the author of the POLITICAL nende 
rioxs, the IN roRMER hath. mentioned a ; cireumftance, 
which demonſtrates, that I was nor the author. For this | 
book was eue by a Docron Kins in the It 1710 


n appears by the (Bello Regi L 

dwelt the longer on this filly tale, becauſe it L* to 
ſhew, as well as an heavier accuſation, the ſtretch of this 
INFORMER' 8 re who hath gone back near half a/cen- 
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18 
might furniſh him with a pretence to reproach me, as an 
ignorant writer: And, when he could not find any thing 
for his purpoſe, he invented a very fooliſh and ridiculous 
charge; which, if it were true, would at this time little 
affect my character, and beſides he would be the unfitteſt 


man living to make it. For in ſo many reams of ſlander, 


which he hath compiled during the laſt ſeven or eight 
months, in defiance of truth, conſcience and common 
ſenſe, it would be difficult to 1 out a ſingle page, that 
is not very defective in ſtyle and grammar: And the 
Nzws-Payzs, of which he hath the direction, is univer- 
fally allowed to be the moſt wretched A perl that 


ever was geek in this _ ”. 
TI here AVE an opportunity of acquainting my 


readers, chat it hath been the cuſtom of the SocteTyY to 


impute to to me the works of other writers, fuch eſpecially, 
as might afford any plaufible reaſon for a ſcurrilous anſwer. 
Thus about two years fince, during the warm canvaſs in 
OxyoRDS$HIRE, a poem was publiſhed, called TuRENODIA 
Sc. of which I neither writ a line, nor have I any know- 
kdge 1 the author ; : for which, N Ti was s bellen 
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8 What opinion 0 e be men . 


| is this PapRR, who have made choice of a public, INFORMER for their 


Author, and perfonal flander for the fubject of their Payzn? © 
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in — Journal: And ſome of the SocrtTy. had 
the impudence publickly to affirm, that they knew m to 
be the author of this piece. I further declare, that, altho 
in conformity to the principles, which I always profeſſed, 
I moſt heartily wiſhed ſucceſs to the Ol D InTErEsT, yet 
1 never employed my pen in favour of that cauſe, _ 


I had been provoked by the moſt opprobrious languay 

and many infamous attempts of our InrForMBRs,” to ani- 
madvert on their behaviour. 80 that I have this/advan- 
tage over my AbvxRSARIESs, that I can abways plead in 
my juſtification: They have made the firſt attack; 


1 e 


Tur NEXT PRETENDED bee That: $i offered — 
t „ l. both in ExOGL¹AMD and IXELAMD, hath been urged 


againſt me with a particular malignity, and repeated ſo 
often in the SoctzTy's EveninG Parts, and now at laſt 
inſerted in the DxyxNex,; that I am in ſome doubt, whe- 
ther my Accuszxs themſelves do not believe · it to be true: 
They are fruitful geniuſſes, and are often hurried ſo für 
y ee 2 


nies, . — and — which — 
head from othere. But without enquiring, whether this 


9 part 
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part of the ChaRx OE againſt me is to be aſcribed to an 
evil memory, or an evil conſcience, It is as FAaLsE and 
i '  SCANDALOUS, as any of the former articles, of which my 
| ADVERSARIES have accuſed me. By offering myſelf to ſale 
i both in ENGLAND and IRELAND, I ſuppoſe, is to be under- 
ſtood an attempt, or endeavour to procure for myſelf a place, 
or penſion, or ſome preferment either eccleſiaſtical, or ci- 
vil, For by a new kind of logic, framed by the iniquity 
of the times, 10 ſell ones ſelf, or to be a placeman, or per- 
froner are become ſynonimous terms. This, at leaſt, is 
the notion and practice of my ADVERSARIES 3 and is cer- 
tainly well exemplified in their CIE r, who hath entitled 
himſelf to the dignity, which he poſſeſſes, by having ad- 
vanced ſome paces beyond all the reſt of the BaNx D. For 
. he hath fold himſelf body and ſoul: To whom, tho his 
| contract, as it is a work of darkneſs, may not eaſily be 
| proyed, yet his acts, his libels, and above all his late cor- 

reſpondence, which are viſible to all the world, ſufficient- 
ly teſtifie. But, more particularly to vindicate myſelf 
this aſperſion, I declare, That, at no time of my life, ei- 
ther in ENoLANp, or IRELAND, either from the preſent, or 
any former government, have I aſked, or endeavoured by 
any means to obtain a place; penſion, or employment of 
any kind. In the four: laſt years of Quzzn ANNE's, reign, 
when I was a young man, and lived nuch in the world, 
a could not be ” free from ambition; when like: 


wile 


e 
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wiſe _— family and my friends had an intereſt in the mi- 
niſtry, and ad offered me all t MP 15 lolutely 
clined it. There hath ſince bank zmarkable 
zra, when ſome perſons of dition, ern I 24 
the honour to be well known, went into place and power. 
In this number was a noble Lord, one of the brighteſt or- 
naments anne who, by virtue of his high office, 
had many beneficial employments at his on diſpoſal. As 
I had —— received by this excellent man with 
great marks of eſteem, I have the vanity to believe, that 
if I had requeſted any thing from him, which was proper 
for me and ſuitable to my education, I ſhould not have 
been refuſed a ſhare in his favours. However, I never 
made any application to him on this account: 'Tho' I 
would rather be obliged to his generoſity, than to the 
bounty and patronage of any other miniſter. For there is 
a peculiar politeneſs and humanity, which accompany all 
his actions; and his gifts are doubled by his manner of 
beſtowing them. It may here perhaps be enquired; W] 
I would neglect ſuch fair opportunities, as ſeem to have 
been offered me, of riſing a degree higher in the world. 
could aſſign many reaſons for my conduct: But one 
anſwer. I have always ready. I inherited a patrimon ny, 
which I found ſufficient to ſupply all my wants, and to 


leave me at liberty to purſue thoſe liberal ſtudies,” which 
afforded me the moſt ſolid pleaſures in my youth, and are 
T3 = | - op" 


the delight and enjoyment of my old age. Beſides I al- 
ways conceived a ſecret horror of a ſtate of ſervility and 
dependence: And I never yet ſaw a place - man, or a cour- 


tier, whether in an higher, or a lower claſs, : whether a 
. or a lay-man, who was his own maſter. To this 
obſervation let me add, what I intimated above, that who- 


ever, and of what quality, or condition ſoever, whether a E. 


peer, or a commoner, a citizen, or a country gentleman, 
hath renounced his party and former connexions to obtain 
new honours, or a lucrative office, or employment, he hath 
ever afterwards, and in all places, been treated with dif- 
tinguiſhing marks of contempt. So that his preferment 
hath ſeemed to me, and I believe hath been frequently 
thought by himſelf, the ſevereſt ſtroke, or misfortune of his 
life. This is an undeniable truth, and this conſideration, 
if there had been no other impediment, would have de- 
terred me from deſerting my old principles and my old 
friends. It is certain, if I ever propoſed to be a candidate 
for court-preferment, I was ill inſtructed. in my firſt ſet- 
ting out, and neglected a very neceſſary preparative, 445 
Jove principium: For, in the courſe of a long life, I ne- 
ver was once at court either in ENGLAND, or IRELAND: 
Altho the road, which leads thither, is ſo beaten and ſo 
broad, that J could not „ or turn out of 
n * aber. 
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Bur 2UPrPOSING after all, that at ſome dne of my life, | 
I had indulged myſelf in theſe ambitious views, which the 
InzorRMERs have imputed to me, as the higheſt crime; 


or, to uſe their own terms, that I had offered myſelf 1 


ale; could not I juſtiſie my conduct by the ecimple of 
my ſuperiors, and by ſome among them, who-areithe pro- 
feſſed PaTrRoNs of my Apversanits, and the Idole; 
which the worſhip? Sueeoss. likewiſe I had been rejecte 
for want of merit, as in the DzreNc is aflerted (and tis 
moſt certain, I muſt have been rejected, if my merit and 
qualifications were to have been meaſured by the ſame 
ſtandard, which hath recommended the Soemrr to race 
and favour) in that caſe ſhould not T deſerve ather to 


pitied, than reproached, as being a ſufferer in common 


with many other wretched riortals, who'wete Me 


found not worth the purchaſe, and therefore, after a long 
and cloſe attendance and a thouſand- promiſes, / dare been 
fatally diſappointed ? For it muſt be confeſſed, xhat even 

in this corrupt age, there are few SEzEKERs, however they 
may be urged by their ambition, or their poverty, who 
can prevail on themſelves to advance into the world, like 
common ſharpers, with a reſolution to play the whale 
game; and when all other ſtratagems fail, wang 
arts, and claim the 1 merit and the Pay nl Mee A 


p R O- 
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I yxocteD now to conſider the laſt ArTicrs exhibited 
againſt me by the RevezznD Inzormess, And this part 
of their CHARGE hath likewiſe been judged fo important, 
that, altho' it hath frequently been mentioned in their 
News-PaetR with all poſſible aggravations, yet they have 


A} now thought proper to transfer it, as well as: the. preceding 
0 ARTICLE, into the DEFENCR. The Accus rio is this. 


1 Jam ſeverely reproached with having written a book, pub- 
| liſhed laſt winter, intitled, the DRREAURR; altho' my 
ADVERSARIES have no certain knowledge of the matter, 
nor have any right to aſſign me, as the author of this 
work. But the reader is by this time perfectly well ac- 
quainted with their manner of treating me, and hath ob- 
ſerved, how they cauſe me to be born, and bred in any 
country they pleaſe, and make me act, or write whatſo- 
ever they pleaſe, and whenſoever, laſt week, or laſt win 
ter, or forty years ago; provided they may be able to infer 
ſomething, from their forgeries, which may leſſen and diſ- 
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*The Grand IxroRMRR, in one of the Socikxrv's —_— > Pa- 
pers, aſſures the public, that this Book is in very few. hands, and that 
the Bookſeller to puff it off hath printed a new title page, calling it the 
Second Edition. Enquiring of the Bookſeller I find, that both theſe 
allegations are falſe. I mention them for no other reaſon, than to ſhew, 
that this man cannot perſuade himſelf to ſpeak truth in matters of no 
moment, and when the ruth perhaps would better ſerve his purpoſe. 


mes 


1 N 
parage my morals, n . n 
* whether I am, or am not the author of 
this book, I do not conceive, it is of any concernment to 
the reader, or of any conſequence to my on vindication ; 
nor do I believe the equity and candor of the public will 
expect it from me. It will be ſufficient, if I can We the | 
Dax amzz from all unjuſt and malicious i Wb N 
this, I think, may be effected in a ſmall compa * 
all the cenſures and ſarcaſms (as far as I have been able 0 
collect them) which have hitherto. been paſſed on this 
work, are formed by tacking ſome foul epithet, or appel- 
lation to the title; as a FILTHYT DREBAUZR, an OBSCENE. 
DREAMER, an IMT UDENT DREAMER, + a DatAMER of 
Dzz ams &c, and then, by glaneing a few dark innuendes, 
the whole is anathematiſed by the Soctz Tr, and: the ſen- 
tence (after their Scz1z/ hath embelliſhed it with a por- 
tion of thoſe flowers, of which he is never deftitute) or- 
dered to be inſerted among the Acr a Dztatorum, and 
ubliſhed in the DzxExCE,-and) in A 
productions of their Housz. I ſhall not here examine, 
whether the DREAER be a real ſatire againſt ne 
the corruptions of the Court of Nome, as the key and en- 
planatory remarks, printed at the end of the book, fully 
declare, to the entire ſatisfaction of many judicious readers, 
" ea lden (And by n 2 am much 5 


er TT 
ing againſt popery and papiſts, ſhould condemn à work 


of this nature, unleſs forme MxunERS of the SocttTY are 
popiſh prieſts in diſguiſe, which is not improbable) Nei- 
ther will it be neceſſary to enter on a particular diſcuſſion 
of the various matters. contained in this diſcourſe. All I 
ſhall endeavour at preſent will be to give a general, but a 
very juſt, character of the performance by farming, 
there are not maintained in it any principles, which rs 
not always been profeſſed, and avowed by all men of 
truth, honour and integrity. The ſocial virtues and the 
love of our country are every where inculcated, the ſtudy 
and patronage of the liberal arts ſtrongly recommended, 


and the great advantages of temperance and ſobriety de- 
monſtrated, and impreſſed on us. The abuſes and quack- 
ery (for: there are quacks in law and divinity, as well as in 
phyſic) which deform the liberal profeſſions are raillied, 
and expoſed. But the fatire afterwards becomes more ge- 
neral, and ſeems to be levelled againſt the reigning vices 
and: corruptions of the age, bribery and infidelity, pride 
aud cruelty, ambition and avarice. Let me add, that the 
whole work is: written with decency and good manners; 
and there is not one ſentiment, or expreſſion, iich cal 
poſſibly give offence to any perſon, who. is a friend to vir- 
tue and his country. This is a ſummary deſeription of 
the Dan un; and this, I am confident, will be aſſent- 
Sie = by 
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by every impartial and intelligent reader. Tis — 
therefore, that our REVHRNDU Inrormers ſhould: revile 
ſuch an author. For it could not but provoke their dull 
malice to obſerve, how he hath diſtinguiſhed betwixt-trurh 
and falſehood; how he hath condemned apoſtacy and op- 
preſſion ; how warmly he hath eſpouſed the cauſe of li- 
berty, and recommended peace and concord, and in times 
of danger, courage and conſtancy ts: every Houſe of ſound. 
learning. Add to this the Dxx Aus continued invective 
againſt Per fidy and corruption, the two great principles, hy 
which the SoctzTy expects to thrive. The perſecution of 
this author by the Baxp of Inrormers puts me in mind 
of a remarkable paſſage in AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS ; 55 
wherein he gives an account of a certain court-paraſite, a 
Perfian, called Macs, who lived in the reigniof the 
1 'CoxsTanTIus, and made it his whole: N 
to inform againſt thoſe, who related their Diwans 5" 
which he gave ſuch a turn and malignant 3 
as to make every DxxA he heard, a capital offene | 
a crime againſt the ſtate. My -Anvens Anne; tit they 
may not appear to be unacquainted with any bramch Uf 
the IxronIA's trade, ſeem very well diſpoſed to iniitate 
the Per ſian s example. But, as- they dare not fallifie the 
DREAMER' 5 N mad. as it ien no . weill in 
part ref his fable, they . diſcreetly . to 2 ig] 
| D 2 the 
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the book by abuſing the author. There is one part, how- 
ever, which they fully comprehend, and are therefore bet- 


ter able to expound, than more learned clerks; I mean the 


new ſyſtem, which the DRxRAuRR hath advanced in his 
account of the OnocenTaurs ; That there are many hu- 
man figures, which are animated by the ſouls of brutes. 
For this ſyſtem. cannot by any philoſophical deduction be 
ſo clearly evinced, and illuſtrated, as by the belluine lan- 
guage, the manners and the actions of SpiEs and Inror- 
n.. K 
ec BELLA tetrior ulla, 
Bin uam DRLATORIS rabies in magna furentis 
Momina. 


Bx TORE I finiſh my apology for this author, it will 
not be amiſs to obſerve, that the Eprroxs of the DzyzncE 
have thought fit, as a matter not unſuitable to their prieſt- 


ly. office, to deſcribe. the DRRAuMRR in the language of the 


Holy Scriptutes. I will take the ſame liberty in my turn, 
and recommend to their ſerious conſideration a Text, 


wherein mention is made of a very foul and abominable 


Proflitution, which if it were added to the other impuri- 
ties and natural malice of a modern Inroxmer, would 
hath yet been produced, or perhaps is extant in the En- 


co 
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gliſb Annals. My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſs . 
er, 4 of Tuiavns. 


I nav nom Rune thro' all the parti 8 


which have been charged on me; and every reader can 


determine, what credit is to be given to the aſſertions of 


my ADVERSARIES. I have often wondered, ſince they 


were reſolved to defame me in ſuch a public manner, and 
were only guided by their own invention, that they did 


not invent ſome crimes of a very heinous nature. 'For the 


whole, which hath hitherto been objected, if it were true, 
would not be enough for their purpoſe. And even in that 


caſe, I ſhould think myſelf a better and an honeſter man, 


than the beſt and the greateſt of their friends and patrons. 
Indeed, towards the end of their work the InrorMERs: 


nemſelves ſeemed to be ſenſible of the defect and inſuffi- 
ciency of all their particular forgeries; and therefore, in 
the cloſe of the DzrxzNce, they have thrown in a general 


accuſation with a terrible ſting in the middle of it, Dat 


I have libelled all ranks and orders of men both in church 


and fate, even from him that fitteth on the throne; to the 
loweſt of his people. Such an, horrid expreſſion no other 


perſons, except PUBLICK INFoRMERS, Would dare to uſe. 


And I am ſure no other perſons, except the moſt wicked 


of the Soc v, would impute to me, as I have before 


I, ſuch books, nd pamphlets, as. they think fit; 


Cy 
and then expound. them in ſuch a manner, as to bring me 
to the very verge of high-treaſon ; in this inſtance nearly 
reſembling thoſe ſavage and inhuman robbers, who when 
they have ſtabbed a man in two or three places, and per- 
ceive, they have not killed him, reſolve to make ſhort 
and ſure work, by ſhooting him thro the head. And, 
indeed, if I had ever converſed with any Mtmxrs of the 
SocttTy (which diſgrace and misfortune,” I thank God, I 
have hitherto eſcaped) I am now convinced, they would 
have picked out of their Magazine, from whence the Ra- 
PLOT was produced, ſome of the blackeſt treaſonable expreſ- 
fions, and have charged me with them: And I might 
probably have been born down, and cruſhed by the weight 
of their evidence. But now, as to this looſe and general ac- 
cuſation, in which my Apvzrsaries have charged me 
with they don't know what, nor when, nor where; 1 may 
be allowed to treat it with great contempt, and de aſſu- 
red, that no man of ſenſe and candor will lay any ſtreſs 
upon it. However, that I may not be thought to leave 
any thing unanſwered, I will take ſo much notice of this 
imputation, as to affirm, that it is of the ſame kind with 
all the reſt, a malicious Fals HOOD. I defy the moſt 
rancorous of the INToRMERS to prove, that J have ever 
made fo near an approach to the manners of their Socrs- 
TY, as, in any part of my writings, to have defamed, or 
inſulted ane worthy man, 1 have, indeed, ſometimes uſed 
—_ the 
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* ptiviledge of a free- born ſubject to animadvert 
honeſt zeal on the degeneracy of our morals, the debaſe- 
ment of the Engliſb ſpirit, and that univerſal venality and 
depravation, which are acknowledged by all parties. But, 
whenever I have mentioned the artifices and oppreſlions 
of a great miniſter, the avarice and hypocriſy of a great 
prieſt, or the ambition and apoſtacy of a pretended atriot, 
I have always introduced feigned names, of the names of 
perſons long ſince dead, and have generally confined my- 
ſelf to ſome ancient piece of Hiſtory or Poetical fable. 80 
that tis apparent, my deſign hath been to N n 
* the vices, than the men. 


7 N PROP emcee fits of Ss nature, I {have TY 
inclined to attribute this part of the SocizTy's 3 
not altogether to their hatred and vindictibe temper, but 
partly to another cauſe. I have generall y wrote in Latin; 
and J have reaſon to doubt, whether my ApvERSA NES 
have ſuch a competent {kill in that language, as to be al- 
ways able to comprehend my meaning, or to form a cri- 
tical and exact judgment of any performance, which 1 
have publiſhed either in proſe, or verſe. Thi cannot be 


thought an unjuſt cenſure; ſince they themſelves have been 
modeſt enough to acknowledge in the Dxy RENE, hat they 


could nor carry off whole ſentences of the Vier- CHAN 
e nn. account of it, becauſe they 
were 


1 
were e obliged to repreſent it in a language d Here from 
what it was ſpoken in: that is, that they could not repre- 


ſent it in Engliſb, becauſe it was ſpoken in Latin. The 


Preſentation- Speech, which I ſpoke in the Theatre on the 


laſt Commemoration, at which the IN TORMERS pretend to 


take great offence, they have wholly miſrepreſented, and 
where they have ventured upon a quotation, have miſquo- 
ted, as in the DEF ENCR, Imperio Vice-Cancellarii, which 
is their Latin, and not mine. In the cloſe of this Speech 
I made a compliment to the Ladies, who were preſent, 
which I concluded with the following addreſs, or exhor- 
tation: Addam tria verba, que vos, lectiſimæ matronæ, 
vos, caſtiſſimæ puelle, figite in mentibus, habete in annu- 


lis, acu pingite in veſtibus: QUICUNQUE SEIPSUM VEN 


DIT, IS HERCLE CERTE HAUD DUBITABIT UXOREM, ET 
FILIAM VENDERE. This was received with a ſhout of ap- 


plauſe; of which I took the adyantage, and proceeded. in 


this manner : Plauſum bunc, Academici, accipio in omen 
bona prenuntians „allem nos commonefaciens officii & vir- 


tutis noſire, utque caveamus &c. How do you think the 


InrorMERs interpreted this expreſſion ? They ſaid, that 
I was fo indiſcreet, as to pronounce the applauſe, which 
WAS beftowed an me, to be a Bad OMen. They alledged 
further, That from the beginning to the end of my Speech I 


' abuſed ExzTex Coliecs. This is notoriouſly falſe; and 
; * be added to the catalogue of their other forgeries ; 


unleſs 


\ 
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unleſs we are charitable enough to impute this accuſation 
likewiſe to their incapacity, or want of a quick apprehen- 
fon. Tis true, two or three days after my Speech in the 
Theatre, when I preſented ſome Gentlemen to their De- 
grees in the Convocation Houſe, I ſaid among other things, 
IWe can never be diſefteemed by the ſound part of the Ma- 
tion, or by any Body of unprejudiced and. worthy. men, un- 
Jes we violate our ſtatutes, and depart from thoſe good rules 
and diſcipline, which we have hitherto maintained: I add- 
ed, nift nos facimus. edes noſtras, ubi ingenuæ artes florere 
debent, AMBUBAIARUM & BAaccHanTiuM collegia. This 
is the only expreſſion, with which I have ever heard my- 
ſelf charged, as an oblique reproach, or reflexion. on the 
manners and behaviour of the FzL.Lows of Exk TRR; with 


what propriety, the Reverend EpiToRs of . DraNeEC 
can beſt bell. | - E * 


Boge abe my Aetnde g , 
yet they have had ſagacity enough to diſcover, that I have 
ſometimes complained with a little warmth (and this is 
the chief cauſe of their reſentment, and of the torrent of 
Billingſgate poured out againſt me) of the cncouragemen 

given to IN rORMERS; whom I have e 
as the peſt of ſociety, and the diſgrace of government: and 
as ſuch they are repreſented in the hiſtories of all ages and 
nations. Tacirus always mentions them, as a publio nu-· 


[ 34 ] 
fance, and with the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſtation 
and in that character, which I have choſen for the motto 
of my title page, he pronounces 25 em, to be à race of people 
born for the deſiruftion of mankind. In truth, no virtue is 
a protection againſt theſe mercileſs detractors ; and if they 
happen to accuſe one guilty man, they are ſure to involve 
twenty innocent perſons in his crimes, and in his ruin, I 
am convinced, that a Great Spirit would diſdain to em- 
ploy ſuch inſtruments on any occaſion: And I remember 

a Secretary of State, a Gentleman ſignal for his abilities in 

| his office, and eſteemed by all parties for his civil accom- 


nt pliſhments, who would never ſuffer one of theſe fellows 
1 to come into his preſence: Or, if any of the moſt impu- 
4 dent among them (ſuch as the CIE F of our IxroRME RS, 
1 whom he would have thought a fitter perſon to fill a cen- 
5 try box, than a canons ſtall) got acceſs to him by fur- 
1 priſe, or by any falſe pretences, he turned from them with 
ns contempt and indignation, as ſoon as they began their 
| 18 tale. A pretended affection and zeal for the government 
iy? would not have engaged his patronage, or attention: He 
i knew, that bad men, eſpecially zap PrtesTs, can never 
| be good ſubjects: And be would not have endured to hear 
WH |; an UrsTaxT boaſt of his loyalty,” who had not one grain 
18 of truth, or honour in his compoſition. This Nobleneſs of 
[| Spirit, it muſt be confeſſed, is very rare: But, wherever it 


1s . whether in 6 FPxixcx, or in any of his 
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miniſters, it bens the avaſt eie ee 


puniſhment, to which he had ſentenced InrorMers. How 
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part of their character. TRA JAax was particularly celebra+ : 
ted, and diſtinguiſhed on this account by his excellent 
Panegyriſt ; who tells the Emperor, that amongſt all the 
illuſtrious acts of his reign, there was not one more accep- 
table to the people, or more worthy of himſelf, than the 


well they deſerved the puniſhment inflicted on them, we 
may learn, if we look into the government of Rams under 
Trajan's predeceſſors. What an havock and deſtruction 
was then made by this deteſtable band of Ruffians? Some- 
times they were employed as public accuſers, ſometimes | 
as ſecret poiſoners, and frequently uſed for the fame pur- 


poſe, for which the tres Eon ces HR. 4 


ir ane ae n ten wand way 
fairhful to any party, on ang perſon, however n 
may have been rewarded: The baſeneſs of his heart is e- 
pieces of filver, added to his ordinary pay, he would be- 
tray, or murder his protector. Obſerve the Grand Ix- 


FORMER, Who. roars ſo loudly in all places againſt Jaco- 
BITISM. Double his income: And I will venture all, but 


my ſoul, upon it, that you may, if you pleaſe, make him 


an advocate for the PxRTENDER. Then let che ſame hand, 


which raied-iea fiſt from: de 4. Nele 


E 2 Dean's 
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Dean's canopy „ he will make a ſecond turn with 
great ſatisfaction, and conſent to hang his Jconrrr Pa- 


tron. The Snake, or Adder, which was found in the 


high-way periſhing with cold and hunger, and was taken 
up, and warmed into life and vigour in the boſom of a 
compaſſionate traveller, againſt whom the ungrateful ani- 
mal immediately employed his whole rage and venom, 
may be ſeen every day within the walls of the Society ; 


and there is no man in England fo proper, as their SCRIBE, 


to furniſh a moral for this fable. 


To Concrups: It is a misfortune to be ever la- 
mented, that ſuch a PpESTILENT TRIBE ſhould have been 
able to neſtle themſelves into a ſettlement in this Semina- 
ry of learning: Divines who adjuſt their Divinity to 


the wicked meaſures of their Directors, and - proſtitute 


their pen to every purpoſe unbecoming their function. 
Who are not aſhamed to load every Gentleman, even of 


the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank, who is conſpicuous for his 
virtue and abilities, with all the calumny they can invent. 
Thus, as ſoon as the EARL of WESTMORLAND was inſtall- 
ed in his office of High Steward, they began to abuſe him 
in their ExRNIxG-Par ER, altho one would not eaſily be- 
lieve, that a Nobleman of his rare and excellent qualities, 
of the moſt perfect honour and unbiaſſed integrity, of a 
moſt ſincere and benevolent heart, learned himſelf and a 


lover 


373 
lover of learned men, and a ſteady aſſertor of the liberties 


of his country, could have one enemy in the world. Thus 
likewiſe they endeavoured to diſparage the GzenTLEMEN; 


who attended my Loo WESTMORLAND on this occaſion; 
altho' they are all perſons of figure, family and fortune, 
and many of them Members of the preſent Parliament. 
But they are patriots, friends to the Universrry:and the 
Engliſb Conſtitution, and therefore they were to be ſlan- 
dered, and repreſented, as perſons of no note, or name. 
But, to fill up the meaſure of their iniquity; and in open 
violation of our ſtatutes, they attacked the Vics-Cuans 
CELLOR, firſt in the ſame EveninG-Parss for 40 reaſon; 


and then in the DRY EN CR for uo other reaſon, but becauſe 
he gently reprimanded them for ſuch exceſſes, as, I be- 
lieve, were never committed before in any School of dif- 
cipline and good manners. I refer the reader to a RE 


REPLV (to this virulent libel) lately publiſned by our wor- 
thy Governor, wherein he hath ſufficiently juſtified his 
conduct with that prudence, judgment, and dignity, 
which are ſuitable to his character. I muſt obſerve, be- 
fore I quit this ſubject, that our Inzoxurrs» by attacl 


the Vics-Crancsiios in this open manner ns 


larly. by infinuating his want of affection forathe Goyern= 
ment, have much increaſed my ſuſpicion of their great de- 


ficiency in the Latin tongue. For would they have im- 
peached his loyalty, if they had underſtqod his language; 
063 


or, 
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or, to uſe their own terms, if they could have W 


zo themſelves in Engliſh thoſe dutiful expreſſions of his 


attachment to the KING and ROYAL Family, which were 
noted by all others, who heard the Speech. If our Ix roR- 
MERS inſiſt, that they underſtood this part of the Speech, 
they muſt then acknowledge themſelves guilty of a very 


baſe calumny in imputing the leaſt diſaffection to a Ma- 


GISTRATE, Who Juſt before, and in their preſence, had 
made a full declaration of his loyalty, and whoſe actions 
had been always correſpondent to the principles, which he 
profeſſed. Upon the whole this Charge againſt the Vics- 
CHaNncELLoR is evidently owing either to a profound igno- 
rance, or an extreme malice. The REVEREND eee 


rern 


Dur we ought. not to * mn that e our W 
Mzrs have been ſo inſolent, as to aſperſe one of our 
GREAT OFFICERS, our HFH MAGISTRATE, and others, 
the nESs T FRIENDS of the UNIVEISsTr y, when they have 
been wicked enough to charge the wol R Bop with diſ- 
aſfection: and from a principle, which deſerves the worſt 

may give a colour to their accuſations, Their late pRR- 
TENDED PLOT will ever be a memorable inſtance of the 
inveterate hatred, which they bear this place. And, al- 


tho ſince our danger is over, we deſpiſe, and deride the au- 


thors 


433 0 


thors of this *— cheme : yet, if their firchrands 
had not been happily broken over their own heads by 
their precipitate conduct, and the awkward management 
of their female Agent, or (which we rather ought to be- 
lieve) by the kind hand of Providence, they would have 
lighted up a flame, which might not eaſily have been er- 
tinguiſhed. This thought was as bloody; as that Imperial 
Tyrant's, who wiſhed, the people of Rome had but one 
neck, that he might cut them all off at a blow. And 

this attempt is a ſufficient anſwer: to all thoſe arguments, 
which the piGniriteD Caise hath made uſe of to diftin> 
guiſh betwixt the ancient and modern DOI wile 
an intention to excuſe, or palliate his own proc: $ 
and to perſuade his readers, that he is'not at che 
of the ſame ſize and magnitude with ſome others: Al- 
though he would be much puzzled to inſtance, any one 
of his order, who hath gone before him (I mean the or- 
der of INFORMERS) who was ſo very wicked, as to medi- 
tate the deſtruction of a flouriſhing — by whoſe 
favour and bounty he had been nurtur 5 
further remarked, that neither Hs Man, nor bit Avis 


_ CIATBS' have hitherto ſhewn any remorſe for engaging in 
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ſtanding the diſcovery and miſcarriage of their AND D- 
SIGN, they are every week deviſing ſome low and baſe 
trick, worthy of their genius, by which they may hope to 
create ſome public miſchief and diſorder, and expoſe us to 
the cenſure of our Superiors. Thus, very lately they employ- 
ed one of their ACN HS to creep into particular compa- 
nies, | and {lip the PRRTERND ERS picture into the pockets 
of thoſe perſons, whom they had before marked out to 
encreaſe their fund of accuſations. By ſuch artifices, and 
by every kind of miſrepreſentation theſe WRERT HES en- 
deavour to influence, and inflame all perſons of condition, 
who are weak, or mean enough to liſten to their inſinua- 
tions, againſt the UNIVERSITY. Every little incident, 
which would be laughed at, and contemned in another 
place, is magnified here into a moſt enormous crime, and 


qudged worthy the cognizance of the Government. Even 


a ſong, or tune, which had been ſung five, or fix years 


ago by a few 1dle boys, and begun perhaps by the Ins OR- 


MERs: themſelves, is reported, as a tranſaction of yeſterday, 
and charged upon the wnoLs Bopy, as a ſignal mark of 
diſaffection. Tales, as incredible, as any fictions in Ovid, 
if they can be fo applied, as to blacken any part of the 
Univzzs1TY, are greedily ſwallowed, and believed: And 
if a man in place and authority were to aſſert, that the 


Z 27 03 434446157 200 2401241303571 
* See the Account of the WaTcu-PLor.. 2 
2) | 1 1 . ; ſtones, 


lence of ſuch SerxrTs. I anſwer: Since they have ſepa- 


Ta 
ſtones, with wich or eres yr rapes 


and ſpeak. treaſon, he would not want an Audience 
credit his relation. In a word, every act — 
1332s manifeſtly: diſcovers their ſavage and inhuman _ 
ſition: And we may be aſſurel, if they were armed v 
ſufficient powers, they would not only proſcribe thoſe vir- 
tuous and learned characters, which are the preſent orna ; 
ments of the UNMVRRSIT Y, but would deſtroy oven. vattale 
and learning itſelf, if . reap the diabolical 
faction and advantage of riſing upon the ruins. 


I may here be aſked, what honeſt means I can propoſe 
to ſecure, or defend our Community againſt the malevo- 


rated themſelves from the reſt of. the Body by a ſeries: of 
treachery, and a notorious breach of their oaths,” let them 
ever hereafter be known, and diſtinguiſhed in all places 

(like their CHIET) by the badges and characteriſtics, which 
they have been pleaſed to aflume: And let every perſon, 


who is tender of his own reputation, and: hath a juſt re- 


card for the honour, and welfare of our Alu Marxn, 
imitate the diſcretion of the Inhabitants of Wixpson, or 
* caution of our n m_ decline al 


* — —— er — TSP" — — 


* The Officers WIR army, ods are een. of hair 
honour, are not to be influenced by any motive, not eyen by the com- 
mand ot their Superiors, to admit amongſt them any of this _ 
TRIBE. P 7, who was an INFORMER and an EVIDENCE 4 
br CAT TESBURY, the late Biſhop of RoCHESTER, was | 

F a troop 
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kind of commerce or connexion with every MMRER > 


the SoctEry, whether dignified, or wndignified. By this 
method, if it be punctually obſerved, we may reaſonably 


hope, in the courſe of a few years, to get rid of our dan- 
gerous inmates. For ſtanch and experienced InroxMERs 
are ever ſelfiſh and ſuſpicious ; and, as we may learn from 
the records of the ob BaiLy, when they are deprived of 

their uſual entertainment, and want materials to carry on 
their trade, or proper objects, on which they may exerciſe 
their malice, will make no ſcru ple to prey upon one another, 


III I beg leave to offer another piece of advice to the 
Heads and Fellows of Colleges: To uſe great care and 
caution in admitting upon their reſpective foundations the 
Sons of lo- Mechanicks. For I have long remarked, that 
the fidelity of theſe men is not to be depended on. They 
bring with them hither the meanneſs of their father's houſe, 
and they generally retain it to the end of their lives. This 
quality diſpoſes them to become the flatterers and fyco- 
phants of any perſon of intereſt, who, they imagine, can 
help to advance their fortune: And if their Patron be an 
enemy to this place, they readily: join their miſchievous 
efforts to his, and open louder, than any others, in the 

* againſt us. It is not here * intention to eee 


I" 22 * 


troop of Dragoons. But none ber a 0 Officers would eat, or 
drink, or do duty with him. So that he was obliged to quit the Re- 
yo. 1 think, he had leave to fell his commiſſion. | 


| diſcourage 


he 


learning with the obſcurity of his birth and family. 
if the Son of a ConLes, who hath been educated ar 4 
charitable contributions, ſhould preſume, as ſoon as he 


. 43 | | 1 
diſcourage young students of great integrity and rare en- 
dowments, and theſe well cultivated with the liberal arts, 
becauſe they may happen to be meanly deſcended. I have 
an equal deference for virtue and knowledge, in what 
place ſoever they are produced, or whether they proceed 
from a palace, or a cottage : And I have always thought 
it very ungenerous to reproach any man of worth — 


has put on a Maſter's gown, to inſult the GovRRNOR of 
the UnivessITY to his face, and afterwards revile him in 
a libel diſperſed through the whole Kingdom: Would not 
ſuch an indignity provoke the moſt diſpaſſionate, and beſt 
tempered Spirit? And would not every impartial judge (I 
mean every judge of good manners) condemn ſuch a 

Wax ren to be ſent d to his e Fe „ 


Wirn regard to maya it affords me a a Gngula 5 
ſure to conſider; That I have no enemies in this place, 
except thoſe only, who have declared themſelves enemies 
to the UnivexsITY and to the liberties of their Country; 
InzorMERs and their AssociArERS, or ABzTTORS. And, 
altho'. theſe creatures, like other poiſonous animals, never 
want a ſupply of venom, which they are continually ſpit- 
ting out againſt me, yet, I hope, I ſhall at all times be 
able to provide 1 with a proper antidote. * K by 
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reaſon of my age, my hand ſhould grow too- feeble to 
write more than three letters, even thoſe three letters (ſince 
I can now judge fo clearly of my Apvers arts, as to be 
aſſured, they are not capable of uttering any truths *) will 
furniſh me with a Mongſyllable ſufficient to anſwer all their 
invectives. I know only one thing, by which they can 
poſſibly diſhonour my character, which, God grant, I 
may never deſerve, THEIR Prarse | Tf fuch a great mis- 
fortune were to befall me, I ſhould ſuddenly lapſe into 
the ancient ſuperſtition, and cry out with VI RGI I's Shep- 
1 8 
yr Baccare frontem 

Cingite, ne VATI noceat MALA LIN GUA. 


As to my perſon, indeed, I cannot be ſure of defend- 
ing it againſt all the force and ſecret machinations of a 
Set of InrForMERs, who will ſtick at no wickedneſs to 
compaſs their ends. They may form many deſigns, ſuit- 


— 


I am in ſome doubt, whether I ought not to retract this Paren- 


theſis, For I recolle&, there is ne CRIME, charged on me by the In> 


FORMERS, Which I muſt acknowledge to be true : tho' it will admit of 
ſome alleviation, as I could not prevent it, nor can I mend it. It is 
my AGE., I am an oLD SENSUALIST, an OLD TRUMPETER, or de- 
ſigned by ſome other elegant and ſevere Apellative, to which the Epi 
thet, oLD, may be properly prefixed, to add a poignancy to the Satire. 
The Reader will eaſily believe, that I am not at preſent in a temper to 


beſtow many good wiſhes on my ExRMIESAS: However, out of the ſin- 


cere love, Which I bear to the UNIVERSITY, and for the honour and 


benefit of my Country, I am willing on this occaſion to return good 


for eyil, and do moſt heartily wiſh, that % CRIME may never be im- 
puted to any Member of the BocitTy of InrorMERs. 
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2 chief criminal, into their next yRRTENDED Pror: On 


they may order one of their EufssARIESs to watch me into 
a crowd, and {lip a treaſonable Picture, or paper into m 


pocket: Or, to make ſhort work, they may ſurpriſe me, 
like other Aſſaſſins, in a dark night; and, I imagine, they 


would think this the moſt meritorious of all their ſchemes, 


as it would effectually reſtrain me for ever hereafter from 
* rhe uſe of pen, ink and paper. But, whatever may be my 


fate, I live in no fear. For, although in the beginning 


of this Diſcourſe, conſidering the public manners of * 


Ot 4 as. SHES. 4 a. 


ki My ENEMIES, after having crammed into an Octave age more 
dirty and ſcurrilous language, than I thought it could ibly contain, 
are pleaſed to add, 7hat it is the greateſt reproach of ' the GOVERNMENT, 
that fuch an abandonied libeller, as I am, 
pen, ink and paper. 


committing it. But 
for the in 


may be at liberty to defame me, as they think fit, and as they have 


done for half a year paſt; but, that I may not. be allowed to een | 


their invectives, or make any reply: Like "the © grew School-boy, 
after inſulting, bullying, challenging, &e. refuſed to fight,” un 20 bs 
Antagonift had both # 

this note, it will be 


to obſerve, that our INvoRMERs are, up- 


on all occafions, as * with the GovERNMENT, as if they were 
the Guardians of it, tho they never ought to be named tagetber; eſ- 


pecially as, I believe, what I intimated above, may eaſily be proved; 


that the zeal of the Socix rx is a meer counterfeit, and that theſe boiſ-- | 7 
terous declaimers have as little /oya/fy, as they have truth and good man 


Hers, 


ſhould be indulged in the uſe of. 

Here they difcover one of the wicked artifices d ; 
hardened InFORMERs; To accuſe their innocent neighbour of the vert . 
crime they are ouilty of themſelves, and at the very inſtant they arg” 
they ſeem to aim at ſomething more by calling out 


ſition of the GOVERNMENT, and to require, that they 


hands tied behind him. Before 1 men 


able to their occupation, which may be out of my Pr $4 4 
either to foreſee, or prevent. They may introduce me, as 
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* wich which I _ reject the offers of their Perner and 


men, I have expreſſed "ra ee of their 
yet I deſigned this rather as a.caution to my i 
to intimate. a. ſuſpicion of my own danger, or any anxietr; 
or concern for myſelf. For I could this moment behold | 
"he furious ſallies of the whole BanD; with the E Du 

oe head, and hear wn curſes and their thres : 
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the wages of corruption. This indifferent and philoſophical 
temper may in ſome meaſure. be attributed to my age and 


experience, but is chiefly. owing to an happy conſtitution, 
and to that equality of mind and ſpirits, with which God fþ 
* be pleaſed to bleſs me. . ./ 1988 4 
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